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Consultation report: Proposal to expand Warden Hill Primary School 
 

 
 
Background 
 
Gloucestershire County Council has formally sought the views on plans to expand 
Warden Hill Primary School.  There is a rise in the number of under fives in the 
county, particularly in areas of Cheltenham.  
 
If this proposal is accepted, Warden Hill Primary School would increase the number 
of Reception places from 60 to 90 on a permanent basis from September 2020 and 
have a total capacity of 630 pupils by 2026.   
 
How was the consultation carried out? 
 

 The consultation took place over a four week period between 10th September 
and 5th October 2018.  Copies of the consultation document were forwarded 
to the school for the pupils to take home to their parents/carers.  Copies were 
also made available for staff and Governors, and sent to the two local 
playgroups and copies were displayed in Up Hatherley Library. The 
consultation was also publicised in the Media. 

 A drop in session took place at the school on 18th September and was 
attended by 47 people. 

 An electronic response form and webpage were also used to obtain feedback. 

 A total of 191 responses were received consisting of 189 questionnaire 
responses, plus one email and one letter. 

 
 
Questionnaire and website responses 
 
 
Who had their say? 
 
 

Are you a … 
Number of 
responses 

Parent/carer with a child 
currently at Warden Hill 
Primary School 

89 

Parent/carer of a child 
currently at another local 
school 

11 

Parent/carer with a pre-
school child 

27 

Local resident 99 

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) has asked people for their views 
about increasing the Reception Year intake at Warden Hill Primary by 30 
places from September 2020 to create a three form of entry primary 
school 
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School staff  15 

Elected representative 0 

Other  6 

Governor 3 

No response 1 

 
NB. Respondents may have identified themselves in multiple categories. 
 
 
On Monday 1st October 2018, the school informed GCC that a document containing 
inaccuracies had been circulated to local residents along with a copy of GCC’s 
questionnaire response form. Our analysis shows that prior to the document being 
circulated, a total of 105 responses were received. A total of 86 responses were then 
received in the final week after circulation of the document. 
 
Letter and email responses 
 
Two responses were received via letter or email. These responses were included in 
the total amount of responses received, but are not included in the breakdown as 
they had not provided the required information. 
 
What did they say? 
 
Respondents were asked: From the information provided, do you understand the 
reasons why Gloucestershire County Council is consulting on the proposal to expand 
Warden Hill Primary School from September 2020.  97% of people said yes, 1% said 
no and 2% provided no response. 
 
Respondents were also asked: To what extent do you agree or disagree that these 
places should be provided at Warden Hill Primary?  This would mean there would be 
90 children in each Reception year rather than 60.  Of the respondents 64 (34%) 
strongly agreed or agreed, 109 (58%) of respondents disagreed or strongly 
disagreed with the proposal and 13 (7%) neither agreed nor disagreed. There were 3 
(1%) further entries where no response was made. 
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Of the 89 respondents who identified themselves as being a parent/carer with a child 
currently at Warden Hill Primary, 24 (27%) agreed or strongly agreed with the 
proposals and 59 (66%) disagreed or strongly disagreed. 5 (6%) neither agreed nor 
disagreed. 1 (1%) provided no response. 
 
Of the 11 respondents who identified themselves as having a child currently at 
another local school, 6 (55%) agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals and 4 
(36%) disagreed or strongly disagreed. 1 (9%) neither agreed nor disagreed. 
 
Of the 27 respondents who identified themselves as parent/carer with a pre-school 
child, 3 (11%) agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals and 22 (82%) disagreed 
or strongly disagreed. 2 (7%) neither agreed nor disagreed. 
 
Of the 15 respondents who identified themselves as being school staff, 12 (80%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals and 1 (6.6%) disagreed or strongly 
disagreed. 1 (6.6%) neither agreed nor disagreed. 1 (6.6%).provided no response 
 
Of the 99 respondents who identified themselves as being a local resident 34 (34%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals and 57 (58%) disagreed or strongly 
disagreed. 7 (7%) neither agreed nor disagreed and 1 (1%) did not provide a 
response. 
 
Of the 3 respondents who identified themselves as being a Governor, 3 (100%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals. 
 
Of the 6 respondents who identified themselves as ‘other’, 2 (33%) agreed or 
strongly agreed with the proposals and 3 (50%) disagreed or strongly disagreed. 1 
(17%) did not provide a response.  
 
NB: Respondents may have identified themselves in more than one category. 
 
Respondents were asked for any further comments they may have about the 
proposal. 152 respondents chose to make such comments in the free text response 
box.  The responses have been analysed and the common themes identified are 
shown in the table below: 
 
Comments by Theme 

 
Comment Number  

Traffic, parking and congestion 134 

Concerns over the reduction in playing field 
space 

24 

Concerns regarding the space available and 
condition of the buildings 

16 

The school will be too big and lose the 
‘family’ feel 

21 

Support for the proposal as places are 
needed for children to be able to attend their 
local school 

8 

Building work and expansion disrupting 
education 

15 

Concerns over staffing numbers 2 
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Pollution 2 

New school should be built 12 

Expand other schools instead 4 

Effect on residents views 4 

Negative effect on house prices 1 
 
Some respondents made comments on more than one theme. It should also be noted 
that stakeholders could respond more than once. 

 
Conclusions from the consultation 
 
189 questionnaire responses were received, plus one letter and one email not 
submitted using the consultation document or webpage. 64 respondents are in favour 
of the proposal, 109 are against, 13 neither agreed or disagreed and three provided 
no response. Of the two letters and emails received, the themes that respondents 
highlighted were reflected and recorded in the ‘Comments by Theme’ table above. 
 
 
What happens next? 
 
Based on the findings of this report the Cabinet Member for Economy, Skills and 
Growth will consider the feedback and make a decision on whether the Council 
should proceed to issuing a Statutory Notice proposing the expansion. 
 
 
 
 
 


