
 
20 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge that, for some of our families and staff, this has been a 
particularly difficult period. I would like to express my condolences to these families and staff who 
have lost loved ones during this time, our thoughts have been with you. I would also like to 
acknowledge the family members and our staff members who have been seriously ill with Covid-19 
and I am thankful that you have made and are making slow, but positive recoveries.  
 
Again to all you amazing parents, a massive thank you for all the time you have been able to 
commit to our children and their learning at home. Our teachers have loved being able to 
communicate with you through the Tapestry and Google Classroom and we are looking forward to 
sharing some of this brilliant work in our next newsletter.  We will also be adding photos of the work 
to our website to celebrate it as much as we can.  
 
Following on from my previous communication with you regarding the Government’s announcement 
that schools will begin to re-open from the 1st June for YR, Y1 and Y6, I am writing to share with 
you the arrangements we have been working on. These arrangements prioritise the safety of our 
children and staff.  
 
From the survey information that we have received, it is apparent some of you may have some 
concerns about your child returning to school and that for some children another change will be 
unsettling for them. We also understand that the past weeks will have been challenging for many of 
our families and there is nothing more we want, than to have all our children back in school. But I 
am also very realistic about the constraints linked to this. Despite all the measures that we have put 
into place at school, social distancing with young children will be virtually impossible to maintain. 
The Department for Education acknowledge this in their guidance and this is why we are being 
strongly advised to take a very cautious and careful approach to our phased re-opening. I really 
hope that you will appreciate this in the details below.  
 
Warden Hill is working alongside other primary schools in Cheltenham and the Local Authority (LA) 
to provide the most suitable approach, which will focus fully on the safety of our children and our 
school team. As a Governing Body we have discussed what the best re-opening looks like for our 
school and these arrangements have been put into place following a robust risk assessment process. 
All decisions for our phased re-opening have been ratified by our Governing Body.  
 
 
Week Commencing Who is in and when? 
Monday 1st June We will only be open for Key Worker children every day 
Monday 8th June We will be open for Key Worker children every day and for our YR and Y6 

children Monday - Thursday 
Monday 15th June we will be open for Key worker children every day and for our YR, Y1 and 

Y6 children Monday – Thursday 
  

 
The rationale behind Monday to Thursday is to deep clean all areas on the Friday. 
We will review each week in line with our risk assessment making sure all protective measures are 
working. 
We will wait for further guidance from the Government as to what opening the school will look like 
for our other year groups and keep you updated when we hear.  
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Arrangements for the start and end of the school day 
 
Our school will look very different on return and I’d like to outline for you some of the things to 
expect. In order to minimise the number of adults entering the site please make sure that you 
continue to social distance on site and also please make sure it is one adult dropping off and 
collecting. Please leave site immediately after doing this.  
 
The beginning and end of the school day are the busiest times for children and adults congregating 
together and so to minimise this we have implemented the following measures for when pupils 
return to school: 
 
Start of the day 
• Year Reception:   8:40 am – 9:00 am - children will go straight into class 
• Year 1 and Y6:   8:55 am – 9:10 am  - children will go straight into class 

 
End of the day 
• Year Reception:   2:45 pm  - from the Reception gates on the playground 
• Year 1 and Year 6:  3:00 pm - from the Infant playground and KS2 Playground 
• Key worker children:  3:15 pm - unless you already have an after school club place 

 
What will it be like when our pupils come into school during the day:  
 
• Our children will be in groups of no more than 15 and they will remain in these groups for the 

whole day; this includes break times and lunchtimes and they will not be able to mix.   
• In order to keep the children safe they will be expected to remain in certain areas of the school, 

some children will not be in their own classrooms or indeed will not necessarily be taught by 
their own Teacher or Teaching Assistant. 

• The curriculum will look very different, especially for our youngest children in Reception  
• Year 1 and year 6 pupils will have their own table and in addition to some seating in the 

classrooms we have bought yoga mats for reception children. All the resources they will need 
for the day will be in mini baskets on their tables or mats to minimize movement and try and 
comply with the social distancing. 

• We have bought special social distancing signs to help support the children when they use the 
toilets and there will be a member of staff available to help remind the younger year groups. 

• Our corridors are not 2m wide and we will try to ensure that the children remain on the left as 
they walk through school – the staggered break and lunchtimes will support this further.   

• As much as we love our uniform, the children will need to come in wearing their own sports 
clothes and trainers. This will allow for ease of washing every day (as per the Government 
directive) and will minimise us having to bring extra clothes in to change for games. Also I am 
mindful that some children will have potentially grown out of their uniform! If it helps sending 
them in their school PE tops – not a problem – just make sure they are washed each evening. 

• When the children go out to play they will have their own designated space on the playground 
and field to play in with the children in their group they will not be able to mix with other 
groups. 

• We will have 3 staggered break times and lunchtimes and whenever possible children will eat 
outside. 

• We will maximise the use of our outside space for learning to take place. 
• There will be no assemblies, but we will work on using zoom to bring the year groups together 

in their classes and I’ll pop by each group to say hello each morning like I normally would.  
• I am sure you will appreciate the need for this, but we will be adopting a more robust Medical 

Policy  
• If a child starts to display any slight symptom of Covid-19, you will be contacted immediately. 

We have an isolation room set up, where we will take the child to keep them safe, secure and 
well looked after. In lines with our risk assessment and Government directive, this will be the 
only time a member of staff will use PPE when dealing with an unwell child. Please remember 
that your child will need to isolate for 7 days and your family for 14 days (please refer to Road 
Map to Return guidance). 
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Maintaining a safe school environment 
 
As per the advice from the government and what we were already implementing before we closed 
our doors, the following actions for infection control remain in place: 
• Displaying coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school 
• Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds 

with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 
• Before leaving home 
• On arrival at school 
• After using the toilet 
• After breaks and sporting activities 
• Before food preparation 
• Before eating any food, including snacks 
• Before leaving school 
• After sneezing or coughing without a tissue or into their arm 
• Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze with a tissue, 

then throw the tissue away 
• Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more regularly 

than usual 
• Calling NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell, isolating any unwell people in a separate room, 

and providing a separate bathroom, where possible 
• Telling staff to stay at home for seven days if they develop symptoms of coronavirus 
• We have also purchased  footprint spots so the children are supported around the school in 

where to stand at a socially distanced space 
• Installing alcohol-based hand sanitiser dispensers that contain at least 60 percent alcohol 

throughout the school 
 
School staff 
 
The staff who will be in school with our children are as follows: 
 
Reception: Mr Bailey, Miss Rand, Mrs Compton and Mrs Webb, Miss Phillips and Miss Nibblett 
Year 1:  Mr Antonious, Miss Weir, Mrs Edwards and Ms Albertsen 
Year 6:  Mr Williams, Mrs Greenland, Mrs Jones, Mrs Flenley, Mrs Ashenhurst 
Key worker children who are not in YR, Y1, Y6:  Mrs Hill, Mrs Stafford, Mrs Field, Mrs West,  

Mrs Tustin, Mrs Lee and Miss Fisher. 
 
We will be opening up the After School Club again for our previously booked children. This is the one 
time where we will end up mixing groups of children and I have no alternative, but we will continue 
with the handwashing and social distancing measures as previously outlined.  
 
I hope that these arrangements provide you with the information you need to support your decision 
in your child eventually returning to school. I want you to know that if you decide to keep your child 
at home, then that is your choice as a parent and I will absolutely respect your decision in these 
uncertain times. The online learning provision will continue for all pupils, including those who are 
unable to attend school on their given days in YR, Y1 or Y6.   
 
Finally, myself and the team are very much looking forward to seeing you all in due course, please 
do send any further questions to admin@wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk and we will be happy to help. We 
have also put together a Road Map to Return with useful guidance and information which we will 
send out to you tomorrow.  
 
Thank you once again for your unwavering support through this time.  
Take care all, 
 
Kind regards, 
Georgina Flooks 
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