
With lock-down easing, why can 

more children go to school?

Does my child have to attend 

school?

What happens if my child shows 

symptoms of illness at school?

It is good for 

children’s mental 

wellbeing.

School is the best 

place for them to 

learn.

It is good for 

children to 

socialise with 

other children.

Following lock-down, the government has asked us to do 

our best to open our school whilst maintaining the principles 

of social distancing so that we decrease the opportunity of 

spreading Covid-19, or any other germs, between us.  

As we have already made you aware, social distancing will be 

very difficult to implement with our chidlren.

However, there are things that we can do as a school to give 

children and adults more space so that it’s less likely for germs 

to spread. There are also other measures we can put in place. 

Some of the things are:

If your child is in one of the year groups that is invited to return 

to school, they should attend.  The government have said that 

at the moment, there will be no fines for parents if their child 
does not go to school.

Please understand that as a school, we continue to have 

a responsibility, whether your child is at school or not, for 

checking on your child’s wellbeing.  

We therefore ask that if you choose not to send your child 

to school for whatever reason, you continue to work with us 

and inform us about their attendance, home learning and 

wellbeing.  

The following flow chart may help you understand what you 
should do to help us with this if you choose not to send your 

child to school:

If your child becomes unwell we will take them to a room to 

keep them safe and secure but away from other children and 

adults. We respectfully ask that you collect them as soon as 

you receive a call from us to keep all members of the school 

community safe and well.  Staff will need to use Personal 
Protective Equipment when helping your child in this instance 

and it is very likely that they would simply want a cuddle 

from someone they love at home if they’re feeling under the 

weather.

If your child shows symptoms of Covid-19, even if you think 

they are actually struggling with another medical need such 

as hayfever or asthma, we will still need to send them home 

in the interests of infection control – this is because, in this 

instance it will not be suitable for staff members or other 
children to be exposed to a child who is constantly sneezing or 

coughing.

If anyone at school (child or adult) shows symptoms of C-19, 

they will be asked to undertake a test which we will refer them 

for.  If this test shows to be positive, all children and adults 

within that child’s key group will be asked to self-isolate for 14 

days.

If there is a case of Coronavirus at school:

YES

NO

Smaller class 

sizes

Continued 

increased 

hand washing

Staggered 

start and 

finish times

Allocated 

areas to learn 

and play in

Changes to 

school for 

your safety

Stricter 

illness policy

Staggered 

lunch and 

break times

A lot more 

time outside

Different 
classroom 

layouts

Parental 

contact to be 

via phone/

email

ROAD MAP TO RETURN

My child will attend school on 

the allocated days when they 

are invited to return.

Your child will be 

registered when they 

get to class. 

My child is 

‘clinically 

shielding’

Email admin@wardenhill.

gloucs.sch.uk to let us know.

Continue home learning, send 

work into school weekly, stay 

in contact with school and 

respond to check-in calls from 

staff.

A member of 

our household 

is ‘clinically 

shielding’

My child is ill 

or someone at 

home is ill

Phone 01242 

523827 to let 

us know and 

tell us the 

symptoms.  If 

it is symptoms 

of C-19, we 

will ask you to 

get your child 

tested.

Another reason

Email admin@

wardenhill.gloucs.

sch.uk to let us 

know the reason.

Continue home 

learning, send 

work into school 

weekly, stay 

in contact with 

school and 

respond to check-

in calls from staff. 

Reason for non-attendance 7 days

14 days

14 days

The person with symptoms 

must self-isolate for 7 days.

The people they live with 

must self isolate for 14 days

The whole key group they’re in at 

school must self isolate for 14 days.



What will I be doing on my days in 

school?

What will happen for lunch?

How can I prepare my child for 

the return to school?

The survey that was sent to parents and staff  showed that the 
vast majority of the school community thinks that there should 

be a mixture of activities during the school day including both 

academic learning and things that help our children to re-

socialise with others. The days will therefore be split up into:

Caterlink will be providing a packed lunch for attending 

children in Reception, Year 1, Year 6 and all those entitled 

to free school meals. You may wish to supplement it with 

additional snacks or choose to provide your child with packed 

lunch yourself.

For our youngest children we will prioritise in this phased 

reopening plenty of opportunities for resocialisation into 

school routines; resocialisation with peers; speaking and 

listening, outdoor learning and especially for our youngest 

children, regaining momentum in particular with early 

reading. 

We will prioritise for our Year 6 children resocialisation,  

transitional elements ready for secondary; sporting 

opportunities and outdoor learning, recapping of the basic 

skills in readiness for secondary,  and the opportunity to say 

goodbye properly to their friends and all the staff  at school.

If you feel that you are able to, and want to, send your 

children back to school then we are very much looking 

forward to seeing them when they come.

Don’t under estimate the changes that need to happen to 

prepare your child for getting back into the school routine – 

things have been very diff erent for us all for a long time….and 
they’re still not back to ‘normal’.  To help your child make this 

transition, here are some things you may like to consider:

An academic focus on the key 

skills in English and maths that 

are needed for a smooth transition 

to next year.

Outdoor Learning – including 

Forest Schools.

Listening to and discussing class 

stories, learning new vocabulary.

Class Assemblies and outdoor 

assemblies when posisble

Physical activity inclding 

Yoga, athletics and personal 

challenges.

Activities that re-build 

relationships and prepare 

children for transitions to other 

schools and year groups.

Variety of subjects including art/

foundation subjects/ PSHE (to 

inculde mindfulness activities) 

Circle times where they can 

develop their discussion 

skills and talk about their 

experiences.

Start getting up and ready at the time you’ll need to be 

ready for going to school – go out on your daily exercise 

at that time so that it feels normal to leave the house 

then.

Talk generally using these questions:

What have you missed most?

What are you looking forward to most?

Who is the fi rst person you’re going to chat to?

Talk about what you will be doing when they go back to 

school – be aware that there may be jealousy between 

siblings where one is going to school and one isn’t.  be 

transparent about this and talk about feelings.

Watch the video link you’re sent by the school prior to 

coming back – this will walk the children around the 

school and remind them about ways to come in.  It 

will also show them some of the little things that have 

changed so that they become familiar with them.

Get back into bedtime routines at the time you usually 

go to bed on school nights – it takes a child about 8 

days to adjust to a new routine – start that soon.

Discuss how you will keep them in your mind when they 

go into school….and ask them to keep you in their mind 
too.

Make one of your daily exercises take you past the 

school – make sure to wave, we’ll be in over half term.

Play turn taking games with them to get used to 

needing a bit more patience – soon they’ll be in a 

class of a lot more people and they won’t have the 1:1 

attention they’ve got used to. 


