
RECEPTION
AUTUMN 2 OBJECTIVES

To INFINITY 
and BEYOND!



Communication and Language

Listening and Attention 
• Listening to stories and answering questions 

about the plot and characters, as well as 
looking at non-fiction texts, linked to space                                             

• Continuing to practise maintaining concentration 
and sitting quietly during longer carpet sessions, 
continuing to think about how to be a good 
listener

Understanding 
• Continuing to play a variety of games involving 

following instructions containing more than one 
part

• Understanding ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 
relating to stories heard, facts learnt, linking to 
past experiences 

Speaking 
• Retelling a simple event in the correct order, 

based on the children’s experiences and through 
our class stories

• Developing vocabulary around our space topic
• Continuing to encourage the children to talk to 

others in a variety of situations, to help build 
their confidence when speaking in a familiar 
group or in front of the class

How you can help
• Encourage your child to talk about what they 

have done at school. Talk to them about our 
theme. What are they enjoying? What have they 
learnt? 

• Ask them to tell you a story – or a bit of one 
that they know

• Ask your child ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions relating 
to stories read and activities that they have 
carried out at home

How you can help
• Continue to compare groups of objects e.g. which 

has the most/least/is it one more/one less?
• Look for 2D shapes in the environment and 

encourage your child to describe them e.g. 
number of corners/side/straight/curved

• Encourage your child to measure time in simple 
ways e.g. counting the number of sleeps to 
important events or using timers to measure 
durations of events

Mathematics

Number
• Continuing to match, sort and compare amounts
• Representing, recognising and comparing 

numbers (1-10)
• Continuing to use the ‘one to one’ principle to 

count, ensuring the children are assigning one 
number name to each object that is counted

• Finding one more and one less from a group of 
objects up to 10

• Solving problems using the language of addition 
and subtraction

Shape, Space and Measure 
• Exploring 2D shapes and using familiar objects 

and common shapes to create and recreate 
patterns and build models

• Using everyday language related to time - 
Exploring day and night – ordering key events in 
daily routines and beginning to measure time in 
simple ways
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To INFINITY and BEYOND!



Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

Making Relationships, Managing Feelings and                            
Self Confidence 
• Initiating conversations and taking into account 

ideas of others through circle time and during 
child initiated play 

• Continuing to talk about different emotions, 
linking them to own experiences and what 
causes different feelings in themselves and 
others

• Continuing to engage in activities that 
encourage turn taking and playing co-
operatively, thinking about steps that could be 
taken to resolve conflicts with other children, 
solving problems through compromise e.g. using 
a timer on an activity to encourage sharing

• Being confident to talk about themselves and 
their own abilities during whole class and group 
discussions about things that interest them

How you can help
• Encourage your child to talk about the things 

that they are good at and the things that they 
want to get better at

• Continue to discuss different feelings and talk 
about the times where the children have felt e.g. 
happy, sad, cross or worried etc, and think about 
different words to describe these feeling e.g. 
delighted, miserable, irritated and anxious

Literacy

Reading 
• Daily Letters and Sounds sessions to continue 

learning the single sounds, as well as starting 
to learn our digraphs (two letters that make one 
sound e.g. ‘sh’)

• Reading Phase 2 Tricky words 
• Focusing on hearing and saying the initial 

sounds in words, using the sounds that they 
have learnt

• Continuing to encourage the children to blend 
three sounds together orally using known 
sounds

• Looking at non-fiction texts linked to space
• Enjoying theme related stories and talking 

about the language used

Writing 
• Continuing to encourage ascribing meanings 

to marks made using different media e.g. 
chalk, paint, pens, crayons, pencils, as well as 
beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters 
to communicate meaning

• Segmenting sounds in simple three letter words 
for writing, knowing which letters represent the 
sounds needed

• Continuing to practice writing our names, using 
accurate letter formation

• Focusing on each of the letter families e.g. curly 
caterpillars/long ladder etc, ensuring letters are 
orientated and started from the correct place

• Creating firework safety posters
• Labelling 
• Writing lists 
• Beginning to write simple captions linked to our 

visit from Bob/Christmas Nativity

How you can help
• Please share stories with your child as often as 

possible
• Please go over the sounds in your child’s sound 

book to help them retain them
• Please complete ‘Rainbow Letters’ sent home to 

help with letter formation
• Continue to encourage your child to ‘mark make’ 

e.g. writing their name/titles of school books 
read in reading journals/cards/shopping lists/
invitations etc.

Expressive Arts and Design

Exploring materials and Being Imaginative
• Exploring and experimenting with different 

textures 
• Manipulating materials to achieve a planned 

effect e.g. Christmas cards, calendars, rice krispie 
trees 

• Constructing with a purpose in mind using a 
variety of resources, tools and techniques to 
create a ‘cleaning machine’ for Bob! 

• Creating simple representations of events, people 
and objects, experimenting with line and using 
the vocabulary involved e.g. thickness, straight, 
curved, using the story ‘Matisse’s Magical Trail’

• Continuing to build stories when engaged in 
imaginative play and acting out a narrative e.g. 
The Christmas Story 

• Exploring loud and quiet sounds, instruments, 
chanting and singing with body percussion 

How you can help
• Recite and sing a variety of Christmas songs
• Experiment with mark making creating thick, 

thin, straight or curved marks
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Understanding the World

People and the Communities, The World and 
Technology 
• Talking about significant events within their own 

experiences and thinking about how we all have 
different family customs and routines that we 
enjoy participating in

• Talking about special celebrations e.g. Bonfire 
Night/Christmas/Diwali 

• Showing an interest in different occupations and 
people that help us linked to ‘Bob the Man on 
the Moon’ story 

• Developing an understanding of growth and 
change over time (e.g. Autumn to Winter) and 
showing care and concern for living things and 
the environment

• Talking about how things happen and why 
things work e.g. exploring light/dark/torches/
shadows/making a ‘cleaning machine’ for Bob!

• Continuing to build our confidence using the 
IPads and other ICT equipment. As well as 
being able to complete a simple program using 
laptops – Making firework pictures on 2Paint

How you can help
• Talk about some of the seasonal changes your 

child notices as we enter winter
• Talk with your child about the things you 

celebrate with family and if you have any 
particular customs or routines e.g. for 
Christmas/birthdays/special celebrations. 

• What do you celebrate as a family? 
• How do you celebrate?

Physical Development 

Moving and Handling 
• Continuing to experiment with different ways of 

moving and travelling, in and out of space
• Practising catching a variety of equipment, 

developing and showing increasing control  
• Continuing to handle many different tools to 

encourage mark making and letter formation 
• Carrying out ‘funky finger’ activities, such as 

transferring objects using tweezers, threading, 
pegs and manipulating malleable materials to 
help develop our fine motor skills

• Making lots of big shapes in the air and on 
paper to help with letter formation and pencil 
control 

• Using scissors and other tools to make 
Christmas crafts 

Health and Self Care 
• Showing an understanding of the need for safety 

when tackling new challenges and considering 
and managing some risks e.g. Firework Safety 

• Transporting and storing equipment safely e.g. 
scissors/Large construction outside

How you can help
• Encourage your child to throw and catch 

equipment, using an underarm technique
• Play with playdough – squashing, rolling, 

pinching, splatting!
• Practise forming the graphemes that we have 

covered in letter families (in glitter, shaving 
foam, flour, paint, pens, pencils) using the 
formation rhymes to help


