
RECEPTION
SPRING 1 OBJECTIVES

TOWERS 
         and TURRETS

Communication and Language

Listening and Attention 
• Listening to stories and answering 

questions about the plot and 
characters, as well as retelling 
familiar traditional tales

Understanding 
• Following instructions containing two 

parts e.g. when making drawbridges/
castle construction 

• Listening to and responding to ideas 
expressed by others, in particular 
when planning our Royal Ball

Speaking 
• Developing vocabulary around our 

Towers and Turrets theme, using this 
language within play

• Introducing a storyline or narrative 
into play, based around knights/
dragons/princesses etc.

• Continuing to encourage the children 
to talk to others in a variety of 
situations, to help build their 
confidence when speaking in a 
familiar group or in front of the class

How you can help
• Read a selection of traditional 

fairy tales, talking about the main 
characters and describing the key 
events 

• Create fantasy stories using the 
language ‘Once upon a time’, ‘Early 
one morning’, ‘Unfortunately’, ‘Luckily’ 
and ‘In the end’

Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

Making Relationships, Managing Feelings 
and Self Confidence 
• Continuing to initiate conversations 

and taking into account ideas of 
others through circle time and during 
child initiated play 

• Recognising similarities and 
differences between themselves and 
others in class, as well as recognising 
similarities and differences between 
families 

• Being able to explain their own ideas 
and ask questions of others

• Continuing to think about steps that 
could be taken to resolve conflicts 
with other children, solving problems 
through compromise 

How you can help
• Encourage your child to talk about 

similarities and differences between 
themselves and their friends 

• Encourage your child to explain their 
thoughts and ideas, asking questions 
where appropriate (what, who, when, 
how and why) 



Physical Development 

Moving and Handling 
• Continuing to experiment with 

different ways of moving e.g. running, 
jumping, hopping, skipping etc

• Practising throwing and catching a 
variety of equipment of varying sizes

• Kicking a ball to a designated target 
• Developing the skills of balance, 

agility and co-ordination through 
gymnastics 

• Continuing to handle different tools 
to encourage mark making and letter 
formation 

• Using scissors and other tools to 
make drawbridges/hinges, as well as 
making changes to other materials 

• Using and holding a pencil effectively 
to write recognisable letters, including 
the joining of digraphs  

Health and Self Care 
• Showing an understanding of the 

need for safety when tackling new 
challenges and considering and 
managing some risks 

• Transporting and storing equipment 
safely e.g. scissors/Large construction 
outside

How you can help
• Continue to encourage your child to 

throw and catch equipment, ensuring 
that they are ready to throw and 
receive a ball

• Continue to practise forming the 
graphemes that we have covered 
including new digraphs learnt, 
encouraging letter joining (in glitter, 
shaving foam, flour, paint, pens, 
pencils) 

How you can help
• Explore finding one more and one less 

than a given number e.g. when serving 
tea/counting stairs/spotting numbers 
out and about

• Look for 3D shapes in the environment 
and encourage your child to describe 
them e.g. edges/vertices/faces/
straight/curved

Mathematics

Number
• Representing, recognising, ordering 

and comparing numbers (0-15) 
• Finding one more and one less from a 

group of objects
• Finding the total number of items in 

two groups by counting all of them 
• Solving problems using the language 

of addition and subtraction, thinking 
about how to record our answers

Shape, Space and Measure 
• Using mathematical names for ‘solid’ 

3D shapes e.g. cylinder, cube, cuboid, 
sphere and cone

• Exploring 3D shapes and using familiar 
objects and common shapes to create 
and recreate patterns and build 
models



Literacy

Reading 
• Daily Letters and Sounds sessions to 

learn our digraphs (two letters that 
make one sound e.g. ‘sh’)

• Reading Phase 3 tricky words (he, she, 
me, we, be, you, are, her, was, all 
they and my) 

• Continuing to encourage the children 
to blend three/four sounds together 
orally using known sounds, as well 
as reading simple captions and 
sentences 

• Enjoying a range of theme related 
stories (fiction and non-fiction), 
including creating our own, using 
appropriate story telling language 

Writing 
• Segmenting sounds in words for 

writing, knowing which letters 
represent the sounds needed

• Continuing to focus on each of the 
letter families e.g. curly caterpillars/
long ladder etc, ensuring letters 
are orientated and started from the 
correct place

• Composing letters to a Dragon 
• Labelling castles
• Writing invitations and lists to help 

prepare for our Royal Ball
• Creating character profiles e.g. 

drawing and describing 
• Using ‘Talk for Writing’ to create our 

own stories, inspired by the book 
Once Upon a Time (map book), writing 
short sentences/captions

How you can help
• Share stories with your child as often 

as possible
• Go over the single  sounds and 

digraphs in your child’s sound book to 
help them retain them

• Complete ‘Rainbow Letters’ sent home 
to help with letter formation

• Continue to encourage your child to 
‘mark make’ and use recognisable 
letters to communicate meaning 
e.g. writing their name/invitations/
lists/three letter words and simple 
captions e.g. The cat on the mat
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Expressive Arts and Design

Exploring Materials and Being Imaginative
• Understanding that different media can 

be combined to create new effects e.g. 
Chinese New Year craft/castle building 

• Selecting appropriate resources and 
adapting work where necessary

• Constructing with a purpose in mind 
using a variety of resources

• Exploring the artist Sonja Delaunay – 
shapes/towers/castles, through painting 
and colour mixing 

• Beginning to build a repertoire of songs 
and dances – medieval traditional 
dancing 

• Chanting and singing, using body 
percussion and exploring tuned 
percussion sounds

• Playing co-operatively as part of 
a group to develop and act out a 
narrative e.g. traditional fairy tales 

How you can help
• When children are building models 

or using construction, can they adapt 
their work and make changes where 
necessary 

• Practise making patterns using body 
percussion 

• Continue to encourage developing story 
lines when the children are playing 
with their toys using the language: 
‘Once upon a time’, ‘Early one morning’, 
‘Unfortunately’, ‘Luckily’ and ‘In the end’

Understanding the World

People and the Communities, The World 
and Technology 
• Talking about significant events within 

their own experiences and thinking 
about different customs, routines and 
celebrations e.g. Chinese New Year - 
Where in the world is China? 

• Talking about how some aspects of life 
were different when living in a castle 

• Developing an understanding of growth 
and change over time (e.g. winter to 
spring) 

• Carrying out experiments involving ice 
and discussing changes in state 

• Talking about how things happen and 
why things work e.g. drawbridges and 
hinges 

• Using recording devices to record our 
voices to retell stories created 

• To use Shadow Puppet Edu, on the ipad, 
to make a story presentation 

How you can help
• Talk about some of the seasonal 

changes your child notices as we enter 
spring

• Talk about changes in state e.g. ice to 
water/changes to foods when cooking, 
discussing why some of these changes 
might happen 


