
 
6 January 2021 
 
Dear Reception Parents 
 
Home Learning 
 
We hope you have all managed to have a wonderful Christmas break and that you are all well. Due to the 
recent news about school closure we have thought carefully about what  home learning will look like for 
the Reception children and have detailed this below, making it as clear as possible. Everything will be 
uploaded onto Tapestry.  
 
We would like each child to do a bit of reading, phonics/writing, maths and exercise each day (see 
timetable below). In addition to that we will post a Home Learning grid, onto Tapestry, with a choice of 
activities from six of the areas of learning. We would like you to upload at least two observations a 
week to show us an aspect of your child’s learning. It can be something that the children have been 
proud of or a few photographs to give a flavour of the week. As a reminder, under the home learning 
section of the school website there is a Tapestry tutorial video explaining how to upload observations. 
 
To access the home learning that we have created, you will need to use your Tapestry account - 
ideally on a laptop or PC (as on a tablet or phone the formatting seems to go all over the place!) If you 
have any problems accessing your Tapestry account please email admin@wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk and we 
will try to sort it out. 
 
Below is the way we will structure a typical week starting from Monday 11th January. On Monday, we 
will upload to Tapestry this general weekly timetable, so that it is in one place.   
 
Every 
day 
Mon - 
Fri 

Daily 
writing 
 
(A4 writing  
book will be 
provided in 
home 
learning 
pack)  

In the Memos menu, you will find our Super Sentence Writing PowerPoint that 
we would like the children to use so that they do some writing each day. (5 
slides - one for each day). The children copy the words in the green and orange 
boxes and then go on to extending a sentence with their own ideas on the pink 
challenge. We do this every morning so the children are used to this process. 
Their sentences can be simple but we would encourage the children to make 
their sentences interesting. They can be silly or funny, sensible or impossible. 
The letter mats that we have provided will help with sound recognition and 
letter formation. All children are at different stages in their learning and some 
will be able to write much more than others. The most important thing is that 
they are trying to write using the sounds that they can hear.  

Daily 
reading 

This could include continuing to practise segmenting and blending using the 
sound cards that have been previously sent home. Also www.phonicsplay.co.uk 
has some fun reading games (Phase 2 and Phase 3), as well as Teach Your 
Monster to Read.  
Continue to share books with your child as much as possible, asking them 
questions about what they have read (See insert of pink reading journal to help 
with question ideas).  
 
We will be arranging reading books and picture match cards that we have given 
you to be changed later. Watch this space! 

Daily task 
or tasks 
from the 
Home 
Learning 
Grid 

We have made an activity grid showing six of the main areas of learning from 
the Early Years Curriculum and your child can choose five activities across the 
week. Some activities will take more time and others will be much shorter. Pick 
and choose what you feel appropriate for your child and also get them involved 
in the choosing process. If your child manages to complete at least one activity 
from five areas by the end of a full week, then we will award them a Rainbow 
Certificate for that week. Please let us know if this is the case so we can send a 
certificate via Tapestry. This could be included in the weekly upload to Tapestry. 
This grid will be used for 2 weeks, then replaced by another. 

mailto:admin@wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Daily Maths 
Challenge 
Video   

Each day we will be posting a maths challenge for the children to complete. 
These challenges are very short and focus on a range of skills e.g. counting, 
recognising numbers, adding/subtracting/shape etc.  

Daily 
exercise 

You can decide what is best depending on restrictions, weather etc., but exercise 
outside in the fresh air is ideal if possible anything from a local walk to an 
obstacle course in the garden. 
 
Some online ideas: 
PE with Joe  - YouTube  
Yoga for Kids - YouTube 
Go Noodle 
Just Dance Kids – YouTube 

Daily Zoom  
with the 
class 

The time will be the same each day (1.30pm for both classes) and we will set up 
a ‘Zoom link folder’ in the Memo section of Tapestry, which we will add to each 
day, so that your child is able to join their class session.  

Tues, 
Weds, 
Thurs 
and Fri 

Phonics 
videos 

We will be creating short phonics videos to upload onto Tapestry for your child 
to watch and join in with. These videos will focus on our new sounds (digraphs) 
and tricky words. We want your child to have a go at joining these digraphs in 
the way shown on the video. In your home learning pack you will have received 
digraph Rainbow Letters and mini digraph cards that we will refer to. Please 
save the Rainbow Letters for our Phonics sessions.  

Mon 
and 
Thurs 

Story videos Twice a week, on Tapestry, we will upload a story for your child to watch and 
listen to. We will post these as an observation.  

Weekl
y 

A Tapestry 
observatio
n 

We would like you to upload at least two Tapestry observations each week 
showing your child’s learning (for one area or more).  

 
All of the Home Learning resources will be posted in the Memos section of the Tapestry website. The 
phonics, maths challenges and story videos will be posted as normal observations.  
 
We understand that this is a big change for the children (and you too). We have tried to give a variety of 
tasks that will help keep them interested and reinforce their learning. 
 
We do not expect the children to be following a timetable like that at school and we realise that you may 
have other children who are home learning, as well as you juggling work.  We know that it is a lot to take 
on and we also want the children to have plenty of time to play. Remember play and learning through 
play is at the heart your child's time in Reception and we hope that they, and you, can have fun doing 
some of these activities. 
 
If you would like to adapt any of the home learning grid's activities to suit your child or your 
circumstances, then feel free. A couple of hours each a day, split into small chunks, with physical exercise 
and play in between would be more than adequate for most children. If they are keen for more and you 
can cope - then go for it! 
 
Thank you for all of your continued support. We really appreciate it.   
We look forward to seeing what the children have been getting up to on Tapestry. 
 
Take care and we will see you soon,  
 
Miss Rand, Miss Weir, Mrs Webb and Mrs Edwards 
Reception Team 


