
RECEPTION
SPRING 2 OBJECTIVES

PIECES OF EIGHT

Communication and Language

Listening and Attention 
• Continuing to listen to stories and 

answering questions about the plot 
and characters, as well as retelling 
learnt stories 

Understanding 
• Following instructions containing two 

or more parts 

Speaking 
• Developing vocabulary around our 

Pirate theme, using this language 
within play

• Introducing a storyline or narrative 
into play, based around pirates 

• Continuing to encourage the children 
to talk to others in a variety of 
situations, to help build their 
confidence when speaking in a 
familiar group or in front of the class

• Performing poems

How you can help
• Read a selection of stories about 

pirates, talking about the main 
characters and describing the key 
events 

• Continue to create fantasy stories 
using the language ‘Once upon a time’, 
‘Early one morning’, ‘Unfortunately’, 
‘Luckily’ and ‘In the end’

• Encourage your child to talk about 
their day

• Explore the meaning of new sounds 
and words

• Create silly rhyming sentences with 
your child

Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

Making Relationships, Managing Feelings 
and Self Confidence 

• Continuing to play cooperatively and 
learning how to be sensitive to the 
needs of others

• Trying to adjust our behaviour in 
different situations and learning 
strategies to help us with this

• Talking about kind/unkind behaviour 
and how to deal with it effectively

How you can help
• Encourage your children to speak 

clearly in new situations e.g. talking 
to neighbours, chatting on the phone, 
talking on Zoom to family or friends

• Encourage persevering when 
something is tricky, celebrating others 
and taking on new challenges

• Emphasise our Tryatops and 
Stickosaurus Achievosaurs

• Reinforce how to deal with unkind 
behaviour calmly and using a firm 
voice. ‘Stop I don’t like it’. Role-play 
together



Physical Development 

Moving and Handling 
• Continuing to practise throwing and 

catching a variety of equipment of 
varying sizes

• Kicking a ball to a designated target 
• Developing the skills of balance, 

agility and co-ordination through 
gymnastics 

• Promoting positive attitudes towards 
physical activity 

• Continuing dough disco sessions
• Using and holding a pencil effectively 

to write recognisable letters, including 
the joining of digraphs, as well as 
practising forming our letters, sitting 
on a line

Health and Self Care 
• Promoting health awareness by 

talking with children about exercise, 
its effect on their bodies and the 
positive contribution it can make to 
their health

How you can help
• Continue to encourage your child to 

throw and catch equipment, ensuring 
that they are ready to throw and 
receive a ball

• Play games together that involve 
taking turns and enjoying being active

• Continue to practise forming the 
graphemes that we have covered 
including new digraphs learnt, 
encouraging letter joining (in glitter, 
shaving foam, flour, paint, pens, 
pencils) 

How you can help
• Practise counting, writing and ordering 

numbers – to 20 and beyond
• Make a pretend shop and pay for 

things using the correct coins
• At the sink or in the bath, play with a 

selection of different-sized containers. 
Can your child fill and empty the 
containers? Can they show you a 
container that is full, nearly full, half 
full, nearly empty and empty?

Mathematics

Number 
• Recognising, ordering and using 

numbers to 20 and beyond
• Continuing to practise addition and 

subtraction problems and writing our 
own number sentences

• Estimating the number of coins in 
Pirate Pete’s treasure chest

Shape, Space and Measure 
• Exploring capacity using the language  

full, nearly full, half full, nearly empty 
and empty

• Using capacity to solve problems e.g. 
how many cups of sand will Pirate 
Pete need to fill two different shaped 
containers, such as a narrow tube and 
a shallow dish to help him hide his 
treasure? Which do you think will hold 
more? Can you find out by counting the 
number of spoonful’s or small cups of 
sand that each container can hold?

• Looking at different coins, using them 
to pay for things in our class shop

• Matching coins to labels and objects 
for sale



Literacy

Reading 
• Letters and Sounds sessions (x4 a 

week) to recap our digraphs and 
trigraphs (two letters that make one 
sound e.g. ‘sh’ or three letters that 
make one sound e.g. igh)

• Recapping Phase 2 and Phase 3 tricky 
words (I, no, go, to, into, the, he, she, 
me, we, be, you, are, her, was, all 
they and my) 

• Continuing to encourage the children 
to blend three/four sounds together 
orally using known sounds, as well 
as reading simple captions and 
sentences 

• Enjoying a range of theme related 
stories (fiction and non-fiction)

Writing 
• Segmenting sounds in words for 

writing, knowing which letters 
represent the sounds needed

• Continuing to focus on each of the 
letter families e.g. curly caterpillars/
long ladder etc, ensuring letters 
are orientated and started from the 
correct place

• We will be using our phonic 
knowledge to write in different ways: 
• Creating character profiles e.g. 

drawing and describing 
• Stories 
• Treasure maps and writing clues
• Lifecycle book making
• Instructions to find treasure 
• Lists, labels, captions and 

sentences

How you can help
• Continue to share stories with your 

child as often as possible
• Go over the single sounds and 

digraphs in your child’s sound book to 
help them retain them

• Look for digraphs and trigraphs in 
words in school books read

• Continue to encourage your child to 
write simple captions and sentences 
and use recognisable letters to 
communicate meaning e.g. writing 
their name, lists, labels, three 
letter words and simple captions or 
sentences

• Encourage using the tricky words I, 
the, to and go, when writing simple 
sentences
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Expressive Arts and Design

Exploring Materials and Being Imaginative

• Understanding that different media can 
be combined to create new effects e.g. 
foil boats 

• Selecting appropriate resources and 
adapting work where necessary

• Constructing with a purpose in mind 
using a variety of resources

• Exploring the artist Henri Rousseau –
(jungle landscapes) through painting 
and colour mixing 

• Chanting and singing, using body 
percussion and exploring tuned 
percussion sounds

• Exploring different percussion sounds 
and shaping them into a simple 
structure to tell a story

• Playing co-operatively as part of 
a group to develop and act out a 
narrative e.g. pirate tales

How you can help
• Encourage your child to make a simple 

plan of something that they would like 
to make and build 

• When children are building models 
or using construction, can they adapt 
their work and make changes where 
necessary 

• Use objects around the house to create 
different kinds of music

Understanding the World

People and the Communities, The World 
and Technology 

• Talking about significant events within 
their own experiences and thinking 
about different customs, routines and 
celebrations e.g. Easter 

• Carrying out an investigation, exploring 
floating and sinking as well as 
designing a foil boat that will float

• Exploring different materials found in a 
treasure chest and investigating which 
materials are magnetic and why 

• Going on a welly walk and identifying 
signs of spring, looking out for patterns 
and change

• Discussing lifecycles e.g. frog/chick 
• Comparing environments, such as land 

and sea, discussing similarities and 
differences, including animals 

• Talking about what we can do to help 
look after our oceans and the sea life in 
them

• Using recording devices to record our 
voices to retell stories created 

• Using Shadow Puppet Edu, on the iPad, 
to make a story presentation

How you can help
• Talk about some of the seasonal 

changes your child notices as we enter 
spring e.g. buds, new life (tadpoles /
lambs etc.) 

• Encourage your child to describe 
different materials that they see or find. 
Talk about natural and man-made 
materials


