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Dear Parents, 
We would like to warmly welcome you to Reception and 
Warden Hill Primary School. We look forward to a great 
year ahead, working in partnership with you to help 
your child with their learning, their social development 
and most importantly having fun, as they embark on 
their school journey. This first Reception newsletter 
outlines some important information about starting 
school and our curriculum. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MORNING OF THE FIRST 
DAY OF SCHOOL
We are excited about the children starting tomorrow. 
Please refer to your Parents’ Information Booklet for 
timings as to when your child is in school for their hour 
and a half slots (2nd and 3rd September), as well as 
for their full day the following week, before starting full 
time on Thursday 9th September. 
For the first two days, if your child is in for the 9.00am 
to 10.30am session they can be dropped off directly 
outside their classroom in the window from 8.45am – 
8.55am, which is in line with the rest of the school. The 
gates will open at 8.45am. All children and parents are 
to continue to access the site using our one way system 
through the Infant gates. This is the same way that you 
arrived and left when visiting in July. 

For the other two sessions (11.00am - 12.30pm and 
1.30pm - 3.00pm) you will access the site in the same 
way, but there will not be a ‘window approach’ due 
to only a small number of Reception children coming 
in at a time. The children will come onto the infant 
playground and line up at their class gate, where we 
will be there to meet them and take them into the 
classrooms.
When the children start full time, the school day 
officially starts at 8.55am. Any child arriving after this 
will be marked as late and must come through the 
main office. 

RECEPTION PICK UP
In ‘Part 2’ of our welcome video uploaded onto the 
website https://wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/admissions/
reception-2021 we have explained where you will need 
to collect your child for the hour and a half sessions. 

We will bring the children out to you at the blue Infant 
gates. When your child is in for their full day and when 
they start full time, they will be picked up on the infant 
playground. Please wait (at a distance) opposite the 
Reception gates and we will bring the children out to 
you. Pick up time will be at 3.15pm. 

SCHOOL DINNERS
We will send home a menu, for the Autumn term, for 
your child to familiarise themselves with the lunch 
choices and the sorts of meals that are provided.                    
We are often asked how the children order their lunch. 
When we take the register we will ask them for their 
choice, whether it is a hot dinner or lunchbox. The 
menus can also be found on the school’s website: 
wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/school-meals/

EYFS CURRICULUM 
For the first two weeks, we will be planning activities to 
get to know the children and help them settle into the 
school environment. We will be establishing routines 
and a structure to the day, as well as concentrating on 
following and listening to instructions individually and 
in small groups through carefully planned fun activities. 
Each half term we will send home an objective booklet, 
illustrating what we will be covering, as well as giving 



you ideas as to how you can help to support your 
child’s learning at home. The objective booklet for the 
first half-term will be sent out in the next couple of 
weeks. 
Initially activities planned in school will link to our ‘I 
wonder’ statement each half term. As we get to know 
the children we will also plan provision around their 
interests.

Our ‘I Wonder’ for this half term will be ‘What makes 
me unique?’ and what better way to start than by 
sharing the children’s holiday diaries. We will explore 
our ‘I Wonder’ through stories, poems, the children’s 
own experiences, celebrating our similarities and 
differences, talking about our families, where we 
live, starting school, new friendships etc, building on 
developing a real sense of belonging. 

RECEPTION CURRIULUM EVENING                                 
As we were unable to hold a Reception curriculum 
evening in the Summer term, we would like to 
invite you to school on Thursday 9th September at 
5.00pm-6.00pm, to talk through our curriculum and 
the sorts of things the children will be getting up to, 
particularly within the first term. To break down the 
information during the first half term, we will also be 
creating a series of short videos that we will upload 
to Tapestry. These video will explain the sorts of 
activities that we will be sending home, in particular 
linked to early reading, to help consolidate what 
has been learnt in school. To support these videos 
we will also be sending your child home with a pack 
of resources for you to keep at home and refer to 
throughout the year.

PE
We will be starting PE sessions the week beginning 
13th September. Our PE sessions will take place on 
a Tuesday and Thursday. Children will be required to 
come into school wearing their PE kits on these days, 
but must wear their school shoes on their feet. They 
will need to bring their trainers with them in a plastic 
bag and the children will change into them for their 
session. wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/school-uniform/ 

WHAT TO BRING ON THE FIRST DAY AND 
THEREAFTER 
Each day the children will need to bring:
• Book bag
• Suitable coat (nothing too special as it is likely to 

get sandy, wet or muddy)
• Lunchbox (if they are having their own lunch week 

beginning 6.9.21) 
• Clearly named water bottle 
• If possible a named pair of wellies to stay 

permanently at school, as we play outside in all 
weathers

• On your child’s first day, please could they bring 
the holiday diary that we gave you in July (It does 
not have to be full!). Thank you in advance for 

taking the time to complete this with your child. 
                                                                                                                    
All of this information can be found in your Parent 
Information   Booklet wardenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/
admissions/reception-2021  

COMMUNICATION
On the first day we will be giving you a ‘link book’ 
as another form of communication between us 
and yourselves. Inside the book is an explanation 
as to what it can be used for. It is not intended to 
replace face-to-face communication. If you have a 
serious concern or would like to talk to us about a           
confidential matter, we can arrange an appointment.  
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
ask and we are very much looking forward to seeing 
the children and yourselves tomorrow.


