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YEAR FIVE
SUMMER 2022

ENGLISH
Take One Book Week: This will take place 
on our first week back. Our focus will be 
our class read Skellig by David Almond. 
As well as writing some narratives 
related to the book, we will also be 
doing some other fun activities such as 
investigating owl pellets and creating 
feathers. 

In the second and third week, the children will be 
writing an inner monologue inspired by the short film 
The Piano. Later in the term, the children will be writing 
their own poetry based upon The Tyger by William 
Blake and writing some descriptive narratives related 
to the film ‘The Alchemist’s Letter’. In the final weeks of 
year 5, we will be writing a persuasive letter linked to 
our Geography unit looking at how palm oil continues 
to be a major cause of deforestation in rainforests.

Our class novels this term are: Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
and Sky Song by Abi Elphinstone. We will be reading to 
the children daily and using these novels as part of our 
guided reading activities as well as looking at a number 
of other texts linked to rainforests and living things.

MATHS
At the start of the term, the children will learn about 
2D and 3D shapes, looking at reflection, translation 
and volume. The children will then make links between 
fractions/decimals/percentages, finding percentages 
of amounts and quantities. Towards the end of the 
Summer Term the children will be converting between 
units of time to complete, read and interpret timetables 
and they will be using all their maths skills to problem 
solve.

SCIENCE
Living things and their habitats
After the Easter holidays, the children will identify the 
differences and similarities in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, 
an insect and a bird. They will 
then investigate the life process of 
reproduction in some plants and 
animals. 

Animals, including humans 
After half term, the children will describe the changes 
as humans develop to old age.
 

HOMEWORK

READING
The children need to read at least four times a week for 
at least 15 minutes, recording this in their pink reading 
journal. They will also be given a short text (stuck in 
the back of their journal) on a Monday with questions 
to respond to. We will discuss answers to these on a 
Friday morning.

MATHS AND GRAMMAR
Each week the children will be set short daily questions 
to complete. These tasks will link to the learning that 
is going on in class and will be discussed and marked 
with the children. 

BEDROCK VOCABULARY
At least once a week the children need to complete a 
Bedrock lesson.

SPELLINGS
Issued on Friday and tested the following Friday. 

TIMES TABLES
Times Tables Rock Stars
 

PE
We will be doing athletics and rounders in games 
sessions.
Each class will have a series of swimming sessions.
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GEOGRAPHY
What is the impact of deforestation on Brazil’s 
rainforests? 

We will be learning about climate zones, biomes 
and environmental vegetation in Brazil’s rainforests 
as well as looking at the similarities and differences 
between the UK and South America.

Field Work:
We will be developing our map skills using the 
local area and the Forest of Dean, where we will be 
studying land use, comparing the results with The 
Amazon Rainforest-more details to follow.

HISTORY
How has Cheltenham High Street changed over time? 
We will be visiting the high street as part of this 
work-more details to follow.

COMPUTING
We are web developers - making sense of the 
internet and building a website.

We are VR designers -using Co space to create a 
virtual space related to class book Sky Song

DT
Frame structures – Creating a model bird hide

ART
Plants and Flowers: Creating art work inspired by the 
South American artist Beatriz Milhazes. 

MUSIC
We will perform musical sound effects to accompany 
a silent animation. We will sing a song at different 
speeds and explore the phrase structure. We will 
perform our own soundtrack to accompany the 
movie. 
We will also learn the Ukulele as a whole class. Our 
children will learn how to hold the instrument, strum 
and pick, to accompany ourselves as we sing.

FRENCH
Do You Have a Pet?
Bastille Day and research on the French speaking 
country French Guiana

RE
What is the best way for a Sikh to show commitment 
to God? 
What is the best way for a Christian to show 
commitment to God? 
What matters most to Humanists, Christians and 
Sikhs?

PSHE
Citizenship: We will look at working together and 
rights, rules and responsibilities.
Healthy and Safer Lifestyles: We have arranged for a 
visitor to come in to teach the children basic first aid.
Drug Education: We will look at safe and unsafe 
drugs and the effect these have on our bodies.


