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Welcome to Year 5! 
We hope you had a lovely summer. We are very excited to be 
back at school and are looking forward to working with our 
new classes. 
 
ENGLISH

The children will be using a range of books to inspire their 
writing, which will describe, entertain and 
inform their audience. To start with we will 
be writing Emotion Poems linked to our 
art unit.  After that, we will be exploring a 
beautifully illustrated picture book called Leon 
and the Place Between, followed by writing 
a description and a diary entry related to our 
class read Malamander. We will also using 
the picture book Voices in the Park, rewriting the story from the 
dog’s point of view.

MATHS

Maths this term will start with a place value unit of work, 
which will involve reading, writing and comparing six digit 
and decimal numbers and recapping Roman numerals. After 
this, our children will explore nets of 3D shapes, followed by 



practising adding and subtracting with larger numbers. We will 
then move onto multiplication and division using powers of 10, 
finding factors and prime, square and cube numbers. 

READING

We are passionate about books and we look forward to 
sharing our love of reading with our classes. Every day, we will 
be reading to the class. Our first book will be Malamander 
by Thomas Tyler, which is a story rooted in local legends, 

friendships and adventure. 
As in previous years, the children will be 
bringing home books and a pink reading 
journal. Children need to read at least four 
times a week, for twenty minutes, recording 
this in this book. They need to write the 
title of the book they are reading, the date 
they read and the page numbers. They may 
read either to an adult or independently. 
This reading record should be brought into 
school daily and is checked on a Monday. 
Once a week they will be given a reading 

task to complete at home, which will be stuck in the back of 
this book. Children’s responses will be discussed on Friday.

HOMEWORK

The children will bring home CGP Grammar and Maths 
Workbooks. Each Monday, the children will be set questions to 
complete at home, with the day these will be marked written in 
the books. These can all be completed on a Monday evening or 
throughout the week as long as the questions for the specified 
day are completed on time. These tasks will be consolidation 
of the learning that has gone on in class and will be discussed 
and marked with the children.
 
Spellings: These will be issued on Friday and tested the 
following Friday. 



SCIENCE

We will be learning about properties and changes of materials. 
The children will plan and carry out investigations to discover 
the properties of a variety of different materials. They will also 
explore how everyday materials can be reversibly or irreversibly 
changed. 

HISTORY

We start the term with a local study unit involving the children 
investigating how Cheltenham’s High Street has changed over 
the time. This will include a visit to Cheltenham High Street.
After that, following on from the learning in Year 4 about 
invasions of Britain, we will study the invasion of the Vikings 
considering whether when they were ruthless invaders or 
peaceful settlers. We will look at where the Vikings originated 
from, how they travelled here as well as what artefacts and 
other historical sources tell us about their life.

DT

Savoury Muffins: the children will investigate foods which are 
produced outside of the UK and ingredients used in different 
dishes and where these ingredients come from. Then they will 
design and make a savoury muffin for themselves or their 
family.

COMPUTING

The units for this term are: ‘We are game developers’ using 
Scratch to create an interactive game and ‘We are adventure 
gamers’ using PowerPoint to make an interactive adventure 
game.

ART

We will be studying portraits and how artists portray different 
emotions. The children will create portraits of themselves 
showing different emotions and this will be followed by looking 
at the work of Picasso and how he created portraits. Using 
different media, the children will design their own ‘Picasso 
portraits.’



PE

Autumn 1: 
Monday afternoon – Real PE agility and co-ordination 
Friday afternoon – Football skills and games

Autumn 2: 
Monday afternoon – Real PE dynamic and counter balances
Friday afternoon – Real Gymnastics – using apparatus 

RE 

How far would a Sikh go for his/her religion? 
Do Christmas celebrations and traditions help Christians 
understand who Jesus was and why he was born?

PSHE

Myself and My Relationships -My Emotions 
Myself and My Relationships - Beginning and Belonging 

FRENCH

Do you have a pet? – The children will learn the names for a 
range of animals and discuss which animals they do or do not 
have at home.
My house - The children will learn how to talk and write about 
where they live.

MUSIC

Our children will create their own rhythmic pattern 
compositions, creating changes for different effects.


