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Welcome back, we hope you had a lovely Christmas! We are 
really looking forward to another term where we have lots of 
exciting learning planned for the children. Please can we take 
the time to reiterate the importance of arriving into school as 
early as possible after 8.35am (and no later than 8.45am) 
as this is when the register is taken ready for lessons to start. 
During the first 10 minutes before the register, children often 
respond to feedback, recap prior learning, read independently 
or practise spellings. We appreciate your support with this. 

ENGLISH
We will be using lots of different stimuli to support our varied 
writing outcomes. Our overall intentions are to encourage the 
children to write in a range of styles, exploring different tones 
relative to their audiences. 
We will be using Charles Darwin’s diary from his time on the 
HMS Beagle to inform us about his life, before writing our own 
versions of a historical diary. 
We will also be using this as a speaking and listening unit and 
the children will get to record an extract of their diaries using 
our school green screen! 
As a year group, we will also be choosing a topical issue to 
inform and persuade an audience: in previous years we have 



written about traffic around 
school – something which 
has gone on to support the 
current changes to Durham 
Close. 
We will be narrative writing 
too, using the short film 
‘Dia De Los Muertos’ about 
the South American festival 
and reading ‘The Savage’ for Take One Book Week for our 
inspiration.

READING
Our current class read is called ‘The Middler’ by 
‘Kirsty Applebaum’. We are already immersed in 
Maggie’s story and finding out more about her 
encounters with Una the wanderer. 
In Whole Class Reading, we will continue to read 
across a range of genres using the reading VIPERS 
as our questioning.   

MATHS
In our maths sessions we will be learning about the order of 
operations (BIDMAS) followed by calculating with fractions. 
Our number sense sessions will include reviewing the learning 
covered in maths this term. 

HOMEWORK
We will continue to set SPaG and maths homework each day 
from Monday to Thursday, which will include one Bedrock 
session. Please remind your child that every Tuesday each class 
runs a homework club at lunchtime which they can attend to 
get support with this. Recording for reading will continue to 
be due each week and these will be monitored alongside the 
reading discussion tasks which are given out on a Monday and 
discussed on a Thursday. Spellings will continue to be tested 
each Friday. 



HISTORY
This term we will be exploring 
the ancient civilisation of the 
Maya. This civilisation were one 
of the longest lived civilisations 
and we will answer the questions 
‘Why do we learn about the 
Ancient Maya in school?’, ‘What 
was life like for the Ancient Mayan people?’ and our big 
question ‘What led to the decline the Ancient Maya?’. 
For the 2nd half term we will be completing a chronological 
study of significant events in British medical history, before 
writing an justifying what we feel was the most significant. 

SCIENCE
We will be exploring the 
topic of evolution in science, 
including discovering the work 
and life of Charles Darwin 
and learning about genetics 
and inherited characteristics. 
We also explore his diary of 
his journey on the HMS Beagle 
to inform our English unit. 
After half term we learn about light including how light 
travels. 

ART
In this unit we will 
be completing a 
surrealism topic in 
which we will be 
exploring the work of 
Frida Kahlo, Salvador 
Dali and Rene 
Magritte. 



COMPUTING
Our unit this term is called 
‘We are publishers’ and the 
children will be designing 
and creating their own 
digital yearbooks. After 
half term we will be 
exploring social media 
within our unit ‘We are 
connected’.  

PE
This term in our Real PE sessions we will be exploring the 
cognitive cog, using games like ‘Throw Tennis’ and ‘Endball’ and 
after half term the creative cog including ‘Seated Volleyball’ 
and ‘Scorpion Handball’. This will go alongside our units of 
dance in term 3 and Ultimate Frisbee in term 4. 

PSHE
We will be completing our units on citizenship and healthy 
lifestyles including drug education. This will include three visits 
for both of our classes from Schoolbeat police officers run 
sessions including informing us about social media use. We will 
also be covering our RSE units this term – more information 
will follow about this.

RE
We will be taking one half term each to answer the 
following questions: ‘Creation and science: Conflicting or 
complementary?’ and ‘Is Christianity still a strong religion 2000 
years after Jesus’ death?’

FRENCH
We will be learning to talk about different school subjects, the 
times they take place and our opinions about it. 


